Claims: 



1 . (Currently Amended) A clinical laboratory management system comprising: 

an analyzer being of a type without a dilution mode which is performable of types 
of assays on f or ana l yz i ng a sample received in a guantitv ; and 

a management apparatus connected to the analyzer, wherein the management 
apparatus comprises[[:]] a computer and a memory which stores (a) a database which 
stores an analyzer specification code for identifying the analyzer and the type thereof 
and reguested assay information for identifying at least one reguested type of assay to 
be performed on the sample, and (b) a master file which stores calculation methods for 
calculating reguired total sample guantities necessary for the analyzer to perform the 
types of assays individually and in combination, 

a databas e conf i gured for stor i ng a r e sult of an a ssay output from tho ana l yzer, 
ana l yzer cod e for i d e nt i fy i ng wh e th e r or not tho ana l yz e r used for th e assay has a 
d il ut i on modo, and d il ut e d samp le i d e nt i f i cat i on informat i on for i d e nt i fy i ng wh e ther or not 
tho sample used i n tho assay i s a d il uted samp l e; and 

the memory also storing a plurality of program modules executable bv the 
computer to: 

use the reguested assay information stored in the database and one of the 
methods stored in the master file, which is selected bv the computer in accordance with 
the reguested assay information, to calculate, and store in the database, a reguired total 
guantitv necessary for the analyzer to perform the at least one reguested type of assay 
on the sample: 

receive, and store in the database, a dilution instruction for diluting the sample: 
respond to reception of the dilution instruction to divide the reguired total guantitv 

stored in the database bv the received guantitv of the sample to calculate, and store in 

the database, a dilution rate of the sample: 

receive, and store in the database, an assay result of the sample from the 

analyzer: 
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respond to reception of the assay result to examine the analyzer specification 
code stored in the database and determine whether the database stores the dilution 
instruction in order to decide whether the assay result should be corrected; and 

when it is decided that the assay result should be corrected, read out the stored 
dilution rate from the database to correct the assay result with the dilution rate. 

a comput e r conf i gur e d for d e t e rmin i ng whether th e analyz e r us o d i n the assay 
has a di l ut i on mod e and th e sampl e us e d in the assay is a d il ut e d samp l e, and for 
correcting th e r e su l t wh e n the analyz e r used in th e a ssay does not hav e a d il ution mode 
and th e s a mp le us e d i n th e assay i s a d il ut e d samp le. 

2. (Currently Amended) The clinical laboratory management system of claim 1 , 
further comprising a first analyzer of a type with the dilution mode and a second 
analyzer of the type without the dilution mode for outputt i ng a r e sult of th e assay , 
wherein the first analyzer and the second analyzer are connected to the management 
apparatus , wh e r ei n th e f i rst ana l yz e r has a d i lut i on mod e , and wh e r ei n th e s e cond 
ana l yzer do e s not hav e a d il ut i on mod e. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The clinical laboratory management system of claim 3 claim 
1, wherein the database [[is]] further configur e d to stores [[a]] a suction quantity of th e 
samp le required fo r the analyzer to perform the respective types of assays by th e 
ana l yz e r and a quant i ty of th e s a mp le us e d i n th e assay, and th e comput e r c al cu l at e s 
th e di l ut i on rat e bas e d on th e quant i ty of th e samp le r e qu i r e d for th e a ssay and th e 
quant i ty of th e samp le us e d i n th e a ss a y . 

5. (Currently Amended) The clinical laboratory management system of claim 4, 
wherein th e databas e of the management apparatus is connected to a terminal device 
for information input, and the computer displays a screen for roco i v i nq which invites an 
input of the received quantity of the sample used i n th e assay . 
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6. (Currently Amended) The clinical laboratory management system of claim 4, 
wherein the received quantity of the sample ucod in th o assay is a va l u e pre-stored in 
the database. 

7. (Currently Amended) The clinical laboratory management system of claim 5, 
wherein the computer determines whether the received quantity of the sample us e d i n 
th e assay has been input from th o d i sp l ay on the terminal device, such that wh o n th e 
comput e r d e t e rmin e s and when it is determined that the received quantity of the sample 
used i n th e assay has not been input from th o disp l ay on the terminal device, the 
computer uses a pre-stored value i s us e d as the received quantity of the sample us e d i n 
th e assay when calculating the dilution rate. 

8. (Currently Amended) The clinical laboratory management system of claim 4, 
wherein the management apparatus is connected to a printing device and outputs the 
dilution rate that i s ca l cu l at e d to the printing device , and wh o ro i n th o pr i nt i ng d o v i c e 
pr i nts tho dilution rato rocoivod from tho managomont apparatus . 

9. (Original) The clinical laboratory management system of claim 8, wherein the 
printing device prints the dilution rate and the sample identification information. 

10. (Original) The clinical laboratory management system of claim 9, wherein the 
sample identification information is printed as a bar code. 

1 1 . (Original) The clinical laboratory management system of claim 1 , wherein the 
management apparatus is connected to the analyzer through a network. 

12. (Currently Amended) A management apparatus for manaqinq connected to an 
analyze r being of a type without a dilution mode which is performable of types of assays 
on a sample received in a quantity , comprising: 

a computer and a memory which stores (a) a database which stores an analyzer 
specification code for identifying the analyzer, the type thereof and requested assay 
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information for identifying at least one requested type of assay to be performed on the 
sample, and (b) a master file which stores calculation methods for calculating required 
total sample quantities necessary for the analyzer to perform the types of assays 
individually and in combination, a database conf i gur e d for stor i ng a r e su l t of an a ssay 
output from th e ana l yz e r, ana l yz e r cod e for id e nt i fy i ng wh e th e r or not th e ana l yz e r us e d 
for th e assay has a di l ut i on mod o , and d il uted samp l e i dent i f i cation i nformat i on for 
i d e nt i fy i ng wh e th e r or not a samp le us e d in th e assay i s a d i lut e d samp le ; and 
the memory also storing a plurality of program modules executable by the computer to: 

use the reguested assay information stored in the database and one of the 
methods stored in the master file, which is selected by the computer in accordance with 
the requested assay information, to calculate, and store in the database, a required total 
quantity necessary for the analyzer to perform the at least one requested type of assay 
on the sample; 

receive, and store in the database, a dilution instruction for diluting the sample: 
respond to reception of the dilution instruction to divide the required total guantity 

stored in the database by the received quantity of the sample to calculate, and store in 

the database, a dilution rate of the sample; 

receive, and store in the database, an assay result of the sample from the 

analyzer; 

respond to reception of the assay result to examine the analyzer specification 
code stored in the database and determine whether the database stores the dilution 
instruction in order to decide whether the assay result should be corrected; and 

when it is decided that the assay result should be corrected, read out the stored 
dilution rate from the database to correct the assay result with the dilution rate. 

a comput e r conf i gur e d for d e t e rm i ning wh e th e r th e ana l yz e r us e d i n th e assay 
has a d il ution mod e and th e s a mp le us e d in th e assay i s a d i lut e d samp le , and for 
corr e ct i ng th e r e su l t wh e n th e ana l yz e r used i n the assay do e s not hav e a di l ution mod e 
and th e samp le us e d in tho assay i s a di l ut e d s a mpl e. 

13. (Canceled) 
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14. (Currently Amended) The management apparatus of claim 13 claim 12 , wherein 
the database stores a suction quantity of th e samp le required for the analyzer to 
perform the respective types of assays by th e ana l yz e r and a quant i ty of th o samp le 
us e d in th e assay, and wh e r e in th e computer ca l cu l at e s th e dilution rato bas e d on th e 
quant i ty of th e sampl e r e quir e d for th e assay and th e quant i ty of th e samp le us e d i n th e 

3333 y 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The management apparatus of claim 14, wherein the 
management apparatus is connected to a terminal device for information input, and 
wherein the database stores a value received from the terminal device as the received 
quantity of the sample us e d in th e assay . 

16. (Currently Amended) The management apparatus of claim 14, wherein the 
received quantity of the sample us e d i n th e assay is a va l u e pre-stored in the database. 

17. (Currently Amended) The management apparatus of claim 16, wherein the 
computer determines whether the received quantity of the sample us o d i n th o ass a y has 
been input from the terminal device, and that when it is determined that the received 
quantity of the sample us e d i n th e assay has not been input from the terminal device, 
the computer uses the pre-stored value i s us e d as the quantity of the sample usod i n 
th e ass a y when calculating the dilution rate. 

18. (Currently Amended) The management apparatus of claim 14, wherein the 
management apparatus is connected to a printing device, wherein the dilution rate that 
i s ca l cu l at e d is output to the printing device , and wh e r ei n th e print i ng d e v i c e pr i nts th e 
d il ut i on rat e. 

19. (Original) The management apparatus of claim 12, wherein the management 
apparatus is connected to the analyzer through a network. 

20. (New) A clinical laboratory management system comprising: 
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an analyzer being of a type without a dilution mode which is performable of types 
of assays on a sample received in a quantity; and 

a management apparatus connected through a net work to the analyzer, wherein 
the management apparatus comprises a computer and a memory which stores (a) a 
database which stores an analyzer specification code for identifying the analyzer and 
the type thereof and requested assay information for identifying at least one requested 
type of assay to be performed on the sample, and (b) a master file which stores 
calculation methods for calculating required total sample quantities necessary for the 
analyzer to perform the types of assays individually and in combination, 

the memory also storing a plurality of program modules executable by the 
computer to: 

use the requested assay information stored in the database and one of the 
methods stored in the master file, which is selected by the computer in accordance with 
the requested assay information, to calculate, and store in the database, a required total 
quantity necessary for the analyzer to perform the at least one requested type of assay 
on the sample; 

receive, and store in the database, a dilution instruction for diluting the sample; 

respond to reception of the dilution instruction to divide the required total quantity 
stored in the database by the received quantity of the sample to calculate, and store in 
the database, a dilution rate of the sample; 

receive, and store in the database, an assay result of the sample from the 
analyzer; 

respond to reception of the assay result to examine the analyzer specification 
code stored in the database and determine whether the database stores the dilution 
instruction to decide whether the assay result should be corrected; and 

when it is decided that the assay result should be corrected, read out the stored 
dilution rate from the database to correct the assay result with the dilution rate. 
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